
WESTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
P18-06 Minutes of the Planning meeting of 6th June 2018 at 6:30pm in the Church Hall 
 

 Signed:                                                                                            Dated:  
 

Present: Councillors  M Edwards (ME) Chairman, H Monro (HM) Vice Chairman, R Bowe (RB), T Hills (TH), M 
Horley (MH), P Stapley (PS), M Stratford (MS), J Woodhead (JW), K Darbyshire (KD) (Parish Clerk), and 6 
members of the public. 
 
1. Apologies:  P Edwards, S Green 

 
2. Disclosure of interests: None 

 
3. Planning Applications: 

Please note that applications were not available to view on the Rother District Council website for 48 hours 
before the meeting. Therefore, none of the applications were available to view on the overhead projector at 
the meeting, and not all Councillors had been able to view all the applications prior to the meeting. 

3.1 RR/2018/1177/P - Greenfields, Kent Street, Westfield TN33 0SG  
Two storey and single storey extensions, balconies, changes to existing material finishes, new driveway and 
alterations to access. 
Council had no objection to this application with the information available to them at the time of the meeting, 
however we have since been advised that the application was withdrawn on the 1st June 2018. 

3.2 RR/2018/1238/P - Five Acres, Brede Road, Westfield TN35 4SR  
Change of use of land from agriculture to land for exercising dogs. 
Before the meeting Council were in receipt of three letters from neighbours of the site opposing the 
application, as well as some photos of the fencing and driveway. HM spoke to a RDC Planning Officer about 
the application before the meeting, and provided Council with some background on the application. The Clerk 
advised Council that there had been a number of on-line comments submitted in support of the application on 
the RDC website. ME allowed a member of the public who neighbours the plot to speak for 3 minutes. Council 
discussed the application in detail before concluding that: 
Council would recommend refusal of this application. They raised the following concerns:  
1. Highways have no objection to the application on the basis that the entrance to the A28 is used by a 
maximum of 8 vehicles a day. However it is evident from the businesses FaceBook page and from neighbours 
accounts that the field has significantly more availability than 8 slots a day.  
2. The Facebook page states that the business is open 7 days a week, 11 hours a week. The application is 
therefore misleading in terms of numbers of users.  
3. The space is used by dogs that may not be able to be exercised elsewhere, because they are 'problem' 
dogs. This is concerning for neighbours and horses who are kept on neighbouring land. There have already 
been reports of aggressive behaviour and barking from some of the dogs, causing distress to the people and 
horses.  
4. There is concern about dog faeces, which poses a health risk. Although the application states that users of 
the site must pick up after their dogs, it is evident from the FaceBook page that this does not always happen, 
and that dog fouling is a problem on the site.  
5. The noise from the dogs can be heard on neighbouring properties and given that the business is running 7 
days a week for 11 hours a day, Council believe this could be detrimental to neighbours’ health.  
6. Council questioned if a fence of the height that has been erected requires planning permission? Council 
agreed that the fence was an eyesore and not in keeping with the surrounding area.  
7. Although the Parish Council are not in support of the application they would like to see strict conditions 
placed on any permission granted that restricts the opening times, days and number of dogs allowed on site, 
i.e. 9am to 4pm Mon- Fri, max 4 dogs on site at any time and max of 2 cars parked on site at a time. 

3.3 RR/2018/1250/P - 16 Moat Lane, The White House, Westfield TN33 0RZ 
Proposed single storey rear extension and loft conversion with roof lights. 
Unfortunately none of the Councillors present had been able to view this application prior to the meeting, so 
Council was unable to comment. 

3.4 
 
 
 
3.5 
 
 
 
 
 

RR/2018/1406/P - 12 Mill Close, Westfield TN35 4RX  
Demolition of existing conservatory and construction of new enlarged conservatory and raised patio area. 
Council would recommend approval of this application. 
RR/2018/66/P - Hoads Farm, Chicken Farm, Moat Lane, Westfield TN33 0RY  
Change of use of former chicken shed (agricultural use) to a mixed B1 and B8 use comprising office and 
storage of privately owned classic cars, together with external alterations/repairs to the building. Formation of 
concrete hard-standing around the building for vehicle access and external storage of classic cars. Levelling 
of adjoining land and soft landscaping. (Part retrospective) 
Council made the following comments at their meeting on the 2nd May: 

1. B1 & B8 uses do not relate to cars, so Council would question if the application is relevant? 
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3.6 
 
 
3.7 

2. Council is of the belief that commercial vehicle breaking is taking place on site, which is unlawful and 
should be subject to an Enforcment Notice, if it is not already. 

3. Many residents have reported extensive vehicle movements along Moat Lane throughout the day and 
night. 

4. This site is within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 
5. Council and residents are concerned about the pollution of the surrounding water ways from slurry 

from the previous use of the land as a chicken farm. The owner should clear the site of any residual 
slurry, and The Environment Agency should enforce this if necessary. 

6. Council understand that vehicles are being broken on-site which requires a license and specialised 
equipment to collect pollutants such as fuel and break fluid. It is believed that neither are in place. 

7. Council would ask RDC to consider any outstanding Enforcement notice on this site in conjunction 
with this application. 

8. Council are very concerned about the implications of granting permission for this application and 
would therefore recommend refusal. 

Despite assurances from the Planning Officer at Rother District Council that car breaking is not taking place 
on this site, the Parish Council would still comment as above with an additional comment of: 
The size of the proposed hard standing would appear to be excessive for the storage of a private collection of 
classic cars.  
RR/2018/1393/P - 11 Stablefield, Westfield TN35 4QW  
First floor side extension over existing flat roof extension. 
Subject to any objections from neighbours, Council have no objection to this application. 
RR/2018/1432/P - Farmside, Fishponds Lane, Westfield TN35 4SX  
Construct a boundary wall to front of property with a single sliding gate and to replace existing garage with a 
double garage. 
Council deferred discussing this application until the next meeting. 
 
Decisions from Rother District Council were noted: 

4. Approvals: 
4.1 RR/2018/851/P - Little Westbrook Farm, Westbrook Lane, Westfield, TN35 4PN 

Two proposed log cabins. 

4.2 RR/2018/761/P - Westfield Down, Main Road, Westfield 

Change of use of the land from agricultural to sports and community use. 

4.3 RR/2018/750/P - Farmside, Fishponds Lane, Westfield TN35 4SX 

Proposed side extension, porch and veranda. Replacement double garage. Front boundary wall with gates. 

Render exterior of dwelling. 

4.4 RR/2018/864/P - 61 Heathlands, Westfield TN35 4QZ  

Proposed rear facing dormer. Replace the UPVC white boarding on property with marley cedral 

weatherboarding. 

4.5 RR/2018/460/P - The Hastings Centre, The Ridge, Westfield TN34 2SA 

Proposed rear extensions and internal alterations. Proposed extension to the existing car park. 

4.6 RR/2018/962/P - 10 Baldslow Down, Westfield TN37 7NH  

First floor side extensions and alterations. 

4.7 RR/2018/991/P - Horsemans Cottage, New Cut, Westfield TN35 4RL  
Proposed two storey side extension. 

5 Refusals: 

5.1 RR/2018/548/P - Beauport Park - Land forming part of, The Ridge West, TN37 7PP Change of use of land 
and associated works to provide surfaced compound for the storage of timber and wood chip, together with 
equipment storage building 

6 Appeals  

 None 

7 Next Meeting – Wed 4th July 2018 at 6.30pm in the Church Hall  


