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Present: Councillors J Woodhead (JW) Chairman, J Smith (JS) Vice Chair, J Anderson (JA)           
R Bowe (RB), J Downing (JD), Sarah Green (SG), H Monro (HM), P Stapley (PS), M Stratford (MS) 
K Darbyshire (KD) (Parish Clerk), Councillor Maynard (CM), and 5 members of the public. 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 
Apologies were received from Councillors M Edwards and M Horley and Councillor Johnson, 
and accepted by those present 
 

2. Disclosure of interests under the Council’s Code of Conduct.  
There were no disclosures of interest, nor were there any changes to the Register of 
Interests 

 
3. Questions from Members of the Public on matters on the agenda 

None 
 

4. Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 7th September 2016  
The Minutes of the Full Council Meeting (save for amendment on 9.1 from RD to RB) held on 
the 7th September were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 
Reports: 
5. Roger Carrier (RC) – brief update on Westfield Down Project 

RC provided a brief history of the ‘change of use’ Planning application to include a change to 
the footpaths, which was originally granted in 2007. This was renewed in 2011 and then 
again in 2013. This planning permission has now lapsed, as the responsibility for a new 
application was passed onto the developer. RC explained that it is not unusual for a 
developer not to apply for planning permissions until their ownership has been secured. RC 
is confident that Rother District Council Planning Department will have no objection in 
granting a new permission.  

 
6. District and County Councillor’s report 

CM has had a number of conversations with ESCC and RDC regarding the redevelopment of 
the Moorhurst site. CM advised that if this redevelopment were to be included in the 
forthcoming Rother District Council Development & Site Allocations DPD, then it would be 
necessary to be flexible in the type of dwelling this development would provide. However, all 
parties involved in the talks felt that the development was a possibility. It would be essential 
that the site was properly connected to the village, to include access to the A28. CM has also 
spoken to RDC about two other potential sites, one of which is highly likely to be put forward 
as part of the Rother District Council Development & Site Allocations DPD. The next stage 
will be a Rother District Council cabinet meeting, and then there will be a consultation period. 
 
RB asked for an update on the Queensway Gateway (formerly known as the Baldslow Link). 
CM advised that a contractor has been appointed, and CM will press for an update on 
timescales for the project. CM advised that he was not in favour of Maplehurst Road being 
closed as part of a new traffic calming system. It is possible that the road could be made one 
way, or restricting access further to larger vehicles. CM believes Brede and Westfield should 
be consulted before any decision is made. The road through Three Oaks will be closed for a 
year, whilst the houses are connected to the mains sewage.  

 

      7. Clerk’s report 

In addition to the Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated to Councillors, KD 
advised that she had had confirmation from Dave Townsend of Rye Police that he had 
placed an order for electronic signage for traffic calming for the duration of the Westfield 
Christmas lights. KD updated on the new Fingerpost 43 at the junction of Wheel Lane and 
Parsonage Lane, which is now in place. 
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      8. Chairman of Trustees report 

None 
 

9. Chairman of the Council and other member’s reports 
 
John Anderson 
 Ongoing issues with works traffic accessing land opposite Moat Lane on A21. JA has been 
advised that signage etc on that stretch of road is the responsibility of Highways England. JS 
advised that a neighbour cut back the vegetation around the ‘Moat Lane’ sign. 
 
Min Stratford 

Asked if anyone knew why two trees had been cut down on Churchfield. SG advised that 
they are the responsibility of Amicus, and believed they had been cut down as they were 
diseased. KD advised that she had been contacted by a resident of Churchfield to complain 
about the silver birch trees, which shed their seeds in resident’s gardens. SG again advised 
that these trees are the responsibility of Amicus, and she has been advised by Adrian 
Harding of Amicus that there are no plans to cut back or remove the trees. HM asked if 
Amicus could advise of their tree planting/maintenance scheme.  
 
MS been advised by organisers of the Westfield Christmas Lights that they would like the 
Council to show their support for the event. JS and KD explained they had had a positive 
meeting with Dave Townsend of Rye police. MH suggested that the Council’s support for the 
event could be expressed in the Village Voice column in the Rye and Battle Observer, as 
well as the Council’s Window on Westfield in the next newsletter. Council resolved to ask 
KD to do both. 
 
Roger Bowe 

Has been approached by a parishioner over concerns that a countryside footpath is to be 
diverted by 75 yards. JW advised that East Sussex Footpaths would need to be contacted 
over any concerns, but also explained that the Council would have been notified of any 
plans to move it. 
 
Jackie Smith 
JS asked KD about the timing of the GPs plans to put up a sign about inconsiderate parking. 
KD advised that Practice Manager had advised that Partners had a meeting to discuss, and 
agreed they would put up signs. As of yet, this has not happened. KD to chase up. 
 
Joan Downing  
Discussed update from RDC on Cottage Lane. They have had meetings with the Lands 
Team and they in turn have acquired various documents from land registry, however the 
situation is still not clear and further investigation is being carried out to resolve these issues. 
JD stated that she is happy for 2m of her land to be used for the new footpath. 
 
JD Reported ongoing problem with a large hole on the road outside the Parish Hall, which is 
very dangerous. It is believed this is on land not owned by the Church. HM stated that this 
was not an issue for the Council, but for the Church. The Church will need to try and resolve 
the issue with East Sussex Highways, but the Council will offer their support where 
necessary. 
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10. Other matters 
10.1 Cricket Pavilion Project  
JW suggested a Project Plan needs to be in place, to include timescales. This will help 
negotiations with the land owner. Ian Taylor (IT) agreed that he would add this to the Terms 
of Reference. JW advised that the Council will need to write to HMRC regarding reclaiming 
VAT. HM thought that the proposal needed to be in place first, and that the Council may need 
to take advise from the auditor, before going to HMRC. JW suggested that IT could perhaps 
speak to Sports Clubhouses on the matter, as they have extensive experience with similar 
projects. JW and JS also suggested that SALC and Hedleys (the Council’s solicitors) could 
offer some advice. IT agreed that he would ask KD to write any letters on behalf of the 
project, which would be written on Council’s headed paper. 
JW reiterated that he would like the Council and the Cricket Club to work together on the 
project going forwards. HM advised of a very encouraging first meeting of the WCPWP, in 
which the possibility of connecting the pavilion to the mains sewage was discussed. The 
WCPWP may look to request funding from the Council for this, as it would help encourage 
links with the school if the pavilion had a toilet. IT gave a brief update from the Cricket Club, 
which included that coaching at the school won’t now start until January, but they are 
continuing the Thursday lunchtime sessions. 
Council resolved to have a separate budget of £3,000 for the Cricket Pavilion Project, and 
this would come from the reserves set aside for the Westfield Down Project. 
Council resolved to approve the payment of £750 + VAT to Sports Clubhouses to prepare a 
feasibility study for the Cricket Pavilion. 
 
10.2 Insurance policy renewal  
Council resolved to renew the existing policy with Came & Company at a cost of £1061.28. 
 
 

11. Financial 
11.1 Monster Play Quote  

Council considered the quote for £698.30 + VAT to replace and install the chains on the 
PlayPod Traverse equipment in the Recreation Ground. It was felt that £395 to fit the new 
chains was very expensive. KD was asked to try and negotiate a better price, but Council 
resolved to agree the price of £698.30 + VAT if it couldn’t be fixed for a better price. 

JW advised he had moved some fallen branches near the large gate at the Recreation 
Ground. He also advised that the spider web is not working again, and that there were 
numerous brambles hanging from the hedges. KD to advise Paul Masters to look at spider 
web again, and to get Kemp & Catt to revisit to remove brambles. KD also asked to look at 
issue with gates not self-closing again. 

 
11.2 Monthly reports.  
Council resolved to accept the monthly statement of budget against income and 

expenditure, and the bank reconciliation. 
 

           11.3 Schedule of payments and receipts  
Council resolved to accept the attached payments and receipts. 
 

  12. Dates of forthcoming events/meetings 
 12.1 2nd November 2016– Planning and Council meeting in the Community Hall from 6.30pm 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8:30pm 

 
 
 

Westfield Parish Council 
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Schedule of payments and receipts        5 October 2016 
 

PAYMENTS     

Payee Item Cost £ Vat £ TOTAL £ 

K Darbyshire Clerk’s September pay and expenses 1021.59  1021.59 

B Firman September payment for weekly 
playgrounds/bus shelters litter collection 

40.00  40.00 

P Masters Playground report and various repairs  66.00  66.00 

Rialtas Clerk’s Training on Accounts Software 175.00 35.00 210.00 

Westfield Trees Grinding of 2 x stumps in Recreation 
ground 

135.00  135.00 

Victim Support Donation 50.00  50.00 

HMRC Tax & NI (July/Aug/Sep) 407.72  407.72 

Sports Clubhouses Cricket Pavilion feasibility study 750.00 150.00 900.00 

WCA Hall hire Oct 2015 – Sep 2016 172.13  172.13 

Came & Company Insurance renewal 1/10/2016-30/09/2017 1061.28  1061.28 

     
RECEIPTS     

Santander September interest 13.73  13.73 

Cash Tennis Court Fees (from Londis) 22.00  22.00 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 


