
WESTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
P19-03 Minutes of the Planning meeting of 6th March 2019 at 6:30pm in the Church Hall 
 

 Signed:                                                                                            Dated: 
 

Present: Councillors, H Monro (Vice Chairman) HM, R Bowe (RB), M Hall (MHa), T Hills (TH), M Horley 
(MHo), P Stapley (PS), M Stratford (MS), J Woodhead (JW), K Darbyshire (KD) (Parish Clerk), and 63 
members of the public. 
 
1. Apologies:  M Edwards, S Green, 

 
2. Disclosure of interests: RB advised that he lives in close proximity to application 3.5 however this is 

not a pecuniary interest. 
 

3. Planning Applications: 
3.1 RR/2019/220/P - 85 Westfield Lane, Westfield TN37 7NF 

Single storey rear and side extensions to main dwelling together with rear first floor and extensions 
over existing garage to form playroom /gym 
Council has no objection to this application 

3.2 RR/2019/235/P - 97 Westfield Lane, Westfield TN37 7NF 
Conversion of integral garage to create annexe. 
Council has no objection to this application 

3.3 RR/2019/242/P - 420 The Ridge, Ridge Crest, Westfield TN34 2RR  
Hip to gable roof extension & demolition of 1 no. existing front dormer to replace with 1 no. front 
dormer and 1 no. rear dormer 
Council has no objection to this application 

3.4 RR/2019/346/P - Parkview, Kent Street, Westfield TN33 0SD 
Proposed 1.5 storey side extension. Replacement single storey rear extension. Demolition of existing 
detached garage, replacement lean to car port. 
Council has no objection to this application 

3.5 RR/2019/347/P - Cottage Lane - Land at, Westfield TN35 4QG 
Construction of five 5-bedroom detached houses with associated landscaping and parking. 
Prior to the Westfield Planning Committee meeting on the 6th March several Councillors took the 
opportunity to visit the application site. Council were also in receipt of a petition signed by 102 
residents, objecting to the application. It also worth noting that approximately 63 residents attended 
the meeting (normally only 3 or 4 attend). 
Westfield Parish Council would recommend refusal of the application and would ask RDC to consider 
the following material considerations: 
Highway safety - The access to and from Cottage Lane from the development site is narrow. Although 
a carriageway of 4.8m may be achievable, this would not include a footpath on what is a well utilised 
right of way (1066 Country Walk), and land would need to be supported on both sides. The sight line 
at the T junction of Cottage Lane exit is inadequate for increased vehicular use. This junction is 
particularly dangerous at school drop off/pick up times as parents and carers park their vehicles close 
to the junction on Cottage Lane. This means that vehicles exiting the junction have very limited sight 
lines, and there are often pedestrians in the road including children and pushchairs, as there is no 
pavement along this section of Cottage Lane. 
Traffic and Noise - The additional traffic and associated noise for this number and size of dwellings 
will have a detrimental impact for the properties on the access road from Cottage Lane. In particular 
the frontage of 'Treetops', the neighbouring property, will require deep excavation and construction of 
a retaining nature and will disturb the owners reasonable enjoyment of the garden. 
Overlooking/loss of privacy - The dwelling design incorporate upper floor private balconies which will 
overlook existing and adjoining properties resulting in a loss of privacy. 
Loss of light or overshadowing - The proposed dwelling No 1 will result in overshadowing of the 
adjacent property 'Treetops' resulting in a loss of light. 
Layout and density of building - The proposal represents excessive development in relation to the 
surrounding area 
Design, appearance and materials - The proposed three storey buildings are out of keeping with the 
single storey properties in Cottage Lane. 
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Previous planning decisions - There are previous planning applications and decisions that should be 
taken into consideration  
Nature conservation - There are two large oaks with TPOs on the site. It is not clear from the plans if 
these will be retained? The site is currently an area of woodland and shrub with a stream at the 
bottom of the site. This currently provides a valuable habitat for wildlife in the centre of Westfield 
which will be lost if the site is developed for housing. 
Proposals in the Development Plan - This site is not included in the RDC DASA Plan which makes 
provision for the required allocation of new dwellings for Westfield. 
Government policy - This site is outside the permitted development boundary lines. 

3.6 RR/2019/175/P - Littledown Christmas Tree Farm, Main Road, Westfield TN35 4SL 
Removal of understorey coppice, scrub and loose surfacing to formalise car parking (for use by tree 
farm and local cricket club) and agricultural storage area. 
TH joined the meeting at this time. 
There was a lengthy discussion between Councillors and some members of the public were allowed 
to talk about the application. 
Council concluded that it has no objection to this application. 
 

 
 
4. 

Decisions from Rother District Council were noted: 
 

Approvals:. 
4.1 
 
4.2 
 
4.3 
 
4.4 
 
 
 
4.5 
 
4.6 
 
 
5. 
 

RR/2018/3042/P - 2 Spraysbridge Farm Cottages, Sprays Lane, Westfield TN33 0RU  
Single storey extension to side 

RR/2018/2937/P - Bellevue, Main Road, Westfield TN35 4QE 
Proposed dwelling and parking 
RR/2018/2600/P - Great Buckhurst Farm, Bluemans Lane, Westfield TN33 0SE  
Erection of agricultural barn. 
RR/2018/3039/P - The Old Chicken Barn, Hoads Farm, Moat Lane, Westfield TN33 0RY  
Change of use of former chicken shed (agricultural use) to a mixed B1 and B8 use comprising storage 
and restoration of private vehicle collection and office use. Formation of hardstanding around building. 
External alterations to existing building and levelling of adjoining land. (part retrospective) 
RR/2019/75/P - 61 Westfield Lane, Westfield TN37 7NF  
Single storey rear extension 
RR/2018/3151/O - The Cabin, Nutkins Wood, Cottage Lane, Westfield  
Certificate of lawfulness for an existing cabin use and as living accommodation 
 

Refusals: 
None  
 
 

6 Appeals 
 None 

 
7 
 
 

Next Meeting – Wed 3rd April 2019 at 6.30pm in the Church Hall  


	Appeals

