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Introduction 

This document aims to draw together key background information about each of the 

recreational areas within the Parish which will clarify our current provision and where 

there may be scope for improvement or expansion.  Moreover, should the Parish Council 

acquire land at Westfield Down [see appendix 1 for historical data] it will form the 

backbone of any public consultation exercise to seek Parishioners views on their 

preferred options for recreational facilities on the Down. 

 

RECREATION POLICY  

Westfield Parish Council Vision 

• The Parish Council seeks to encourage a comprehensive range of leisure and 

recreational facilities for all age groups, whilst also having regard to the character 

of our village, its rural surroundings and the environmental qualities of the area. 

 

• That all our “open space” sites should be clean, free from litter and dog fouling and 

accessible to all, ensuring a safe and well managed environment for all its users, 

especially children and where nuisance to surrounding properties will be avoided. 

 

• That we improve the quality of life for all Parishioners, through enhanced leisure 

and recreational facilities, thus promoting better health and relaxation. 
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Appendices 

 

In order to devise strategies to implement the agreed Council policy the following initial 

assessments have been under taken, and are provided as appendices: 

 

• Appendix 1 

Historical background for sites under council control.   

1. Recreation Ground play area   

2. Churchfield play area   

3. The Parish Field 

4. The Cricket Field   

5.  Westfield Down  (not currently under Council control) 

 

• Appendix 2 

Current provision  

 

• Appendix 3 

Map of sites 

Appendix 1 - Historical background  

The Parish Council currently owns or leases the following facilities which are available 

to people of varying ages: 

1. The Recreation Ground play area – The freehold of this land was donated and 

conveyed to the Parish Council on 11 August 1934.  Records show that a Mr Mason 

purchased the land from Messrs H W Reeves and M C Lord on 8 October 1925.  Mr Mason 

subsequently conveyed the land to the Council by way of a gift on trust for the perpetual 

use thereof by the public for exercise and recreation purposes. This site which is described 

as being 1 acre 2 roods and 4 poles, provides play equipment for a range of ages from 

pre-school to early teens.  The area is contained within a boundary of tennis courts, 

houses and the A28.   

 

2. Churchfield – the land next to the churchyard is owned by Amicus Horizon and 

the land on which the play equipment stands is leased by the Parish Council for a nominal 

annual fee.   In 2011 the whole green space surrounding the play area was offered to the 

PC but the cost was considered prohibitively expensive and the offer was declined. 

 

3. The Parish Field – was given in trust to the residents of Westfield by a local land 

owner in 1810.  For many years the two Churchwardens of the Parish Church were the 

Trustees of the land and on 17 October 1904 they applied to the Charity Commissioners 

for an Order whereby the land would be controlled by the Parish Council as Trustees on 

behalf of the Charity Commissioners.  The order was approved, and the document sealed, 

on 26 May 1905 whereby the said Charity shall be administered and managed by the 

Parish Council of Westfield as the Trustees thereof.   The land and hereditaments were 

vested in the Parish Council for “all the estate and interest therein belonging to and held 
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in trust for the Charity” and as such the Parish Council are the Trustees of the Charity.  

The transfer was conditional upon the land being used as a Recreation Ground or let in 

allotments.   

 

It is worth mentioning again at this point that when the land was transferred by the 

Churchwardens to the Charity the land could also be used for allotments and this could 

be a consideration when looking again at the provisions at each of our sites. However, 

historical documents in 1917 showed that the Charity Commission considered a proposal 

for re-instatement of allotments was not in keeping with the original endowment and 

suggested the trustees should seek a formal decision from the charity.   This appears to 

imply that the trustees would not succeed.   

 

Concerns have recently been expressed by the public that this land could, at some stage, 

become a development opportunity. However, since this land was gifted to the Parish for 

recreational purposes over 200 years ago, and is ultimately under the care and control of 

the Charity Commissioners, it is highly unlikely that any such challenge would succeed. 

 

4. The Cricket Field - This land, extending to about 31/2 acres, is leased to the Parish 

Council and the lease is dated 29 October 1927.  The period of the lease is 99 years from 

25 March 1927, expiring on 24 March 2026.  The original lease was granted by the 

Coghurst Estate and the present landlords are Messrs. Dunkley Bros. of Down Oak Farm, 

Westfield.  The rent payable by the Parish Council was one shilling per annum, payable 

on 25 March each year.  Under the terms of the lease the land must be used for cricket, 

tennis, croquet, bowls or badminton.  Should a new pavilion be required or the pavilion 

be resited, permission must be obtained from the landlords or their surveyors in the first 

instance.  This particular clause does not specifically mention alterations. 

The records show that in 1949 a serious dispute arose between Dunkley Bros. and the 

Parish Council concerning infringements of the lease by the landlords. This dispute was 

eventually resolved and the outcome included reaching agreement for a small parcel of 

the land to be re-let to Mr A Dunkley for agricultural purposes.  The agreement allowed 

Mr Alfred Dunkley to use the land from year to year from 29 September 1949 and pay a 

peppercorn rent each year if demanded.  The lease was dated 31 December 1949.  

Possession of the land could be obtained by the Parish Council giving 12 months’ notice 

subject to the Parish Council requiring the land for recreational purposes and the landlord 

being able to clear his crops. 

The Cricket Club were granted further permission to use the land for 7 years from 10 

March 1978 and the rent was fixed at £1 per annum.  The club were to be held responsible 

for maintaining the ground and for allowing the stoolball club to use the ground.  Though 

there was no evidence of a signed agreement.  The Parish Clerk at that time informed 

that a suggested agreement between the Cricket Club and the Parish Council was drawn 

up at a meeting attended by Mr Towner Hon Secretary of the Cricket Club), Mr D Thomas 

(Chairman of the Cricket Club), Major Norris as Chairman of the Parish Council and the 

Clerk.  This agreement was considered by the Parish Council’s solicitors, Messrs Gaby 

Hardwick & Co, to be lacking in legal substance and accordingly no such agreement was 

completed. However, a licence was agreed which provided for the Cricket Club to use the 

ground from 1 October 1983 onwards, with a twelve month determination clause. 
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5. The Westfield Down Project - For many years there had been a lack of adequate 

recreational facilities for the residents of Westfield Parish. The play equipment was 

outdated, the Parish Field was set up for football use which deterred other more general 

recreational use, the Scout HQ was an ancient Nissen hut and the site on which it stands 

has a limited tenancy. A survey of all Rother District’s recreational facilities identified 

Westfield as having the worst in the district and the Council determined to address these 

issues. 

The major land owner of Westfield Down began discussions with the Parish Council in 
2003 and out of those discussions a project emerged which offered an opportunity to 
address all these issues on a single site. In 2005 the Parish Council discussed the Down 
proposals with Rother District Council and the plan was formerly adopted in the District 
Plan in 2006, after a full public consultation and a government inspector’s report which 
supported the scheme. The four main advantages to the residents of Westfield were 
accepted. 

• Firstly the potential to resolve some of recreational needs of the Parish  

• Secondly the drawing of a development stop line at our eastern boundary providing a 
limit to any further development or extension of the village along that boundary 

• Thirdly a reduction in the number of proposed houses that the draft District Plan had 
allocated to Westfield. Rother had identified a site off Fishponds Lane that could 
accommodate 67+ houses. The Parish Council negotiated that that proposal be removed 
from the draft District Plan and replaced with the Down housing allocation of at least 22 
(now settled at 39 due to economic pressures). 

• There was also a fourth consideration, namely the release of the Parish Field from 
regular football use, allowing it to revert to a general recreation facility more in keeping 
with the original endowment. 

In 2008 some of the play equipment intended for the Down was installed on the 
Recreation Ground using money from a government grant. This was because we decided 
that the delays in progressing the Down project should not be allowed to disadvantage 
our young people any longer. This new provision does not detract from the Down scheme; 
it provides further opportunities for developing a wider range of recreational provision 
that will encourage healthy outdoor leisure opportunities for Westfield’s residents. The 
site which neighbours the cricket field will provide an open space that can meet the 
recreational needs of our community for many years to come.  Dr C Richardson 2010 
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Appendix 2 - Current provision 

1. Recreation Ground play area.  

The Council owns the Recreation Ground opposite the church. This includes the play area, 

the tennis courts and the land leased to the tennis club for their clubhouse; the land on 

which the bowls clubhouse stands and the bowling green.  The Bowls Club and Tennis 

Club pay an annual rent of £5. 

Equipment Age Target users Current condition 

Climbing frame 1 years 5 to 15 good 

Playpod traverse 9 years 5 to 15 satisfactory 

Synchro spinner 9 years 5 to 15 satisfactory 

Rock “n” cross 9 years 5 to 15 satisfactory 

Nest swing 9 years 5 to 15 satisfactory 

Cone climber 9 years 5 to 15 satisfactory 

Basket ball post 9 years 5 to 16+ satisfactory 

Baby swings (2) >15 years 0 to 3 satisfactory 

Flat swings (2) >15 years 4 to 15 satisfactory 

Balance beam >15 years 4 to 10 satisfactory 

Picnic tables (3) 9 years All ages satisfactory 

Bench 10 years All ages satisfactory 

Litter bin 1 year  satisfactory 

Rope Swing 1 year 5 to 15 good 

Inclusive Roundabout 1 year 2 to 15 good 

2. Churchfield 
Two of the three pieces of play equipment, were replaced in 2012, partly funded from a 

Community Grant and aimed at pre-school age group.  The third piece, a slide, is still in 

reasonable condition after 25 years.  This is a small facility situated adjacent to a housing 

estate with a Church behind it and there is no room for expansion. 

Equipment Age Target users Current condition 

1. Slide >25 years 5 to 15 satisfactory 

2. Play train 5  years 2 to 6 satisfactory 

3. Springy dragon 5 years 2 to 6 satisfactory 

4. Bench 9 years All ages satisfactory 

5. Litter bin 10 years  Satisfactory 

3. Parish Field 
Following regulatory changes it is now managed by trustees who acquire this role 
automatically when elected or appointed as Parish Councillors, for the term of their 
office.  It is important to recognise the subtle difference between the Parish Council as 
a corporate body and Councillors acting as trustees of the Parish field, which is a totally 
separate role.  Westfield Football Club is granted an annual licence to use the field.  A 
consequence of the Parish acquiring the land at Westfield Down will mean that the 
football club will move to new grounds and premises there.  This will possibly free up the 
Parish Field to be used as it was originally intended, as a recreational facility for all.  The 
current provision is listed below. 

1. Flat swings (2) >15 years 4 to 15 satisfactory 

2. Baby swings(2) >15 years 0 to 3 satisfactory 

3. Litter bin 1 years  satisfactory 
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4. Cricket Field  
 
This is owned by a private Trust.  The Council has a 99 year lease on this land for an annual 
rental of 5 pence.  The lease expires in 2026.  The cricket Club pays £5 per annum for their 
licence to use the ground.   

 

 

 

 

  

Additional recreational activities available within Westfield: 

SPORTS 

Parish Council provision: 

1. Tennis courts (2) Recreation Ground  Club & ad hoc 

Non-Parish Council provision: 

2. Football  Parish Field and other  Club 

3. Cricket   Westfield Down  Club 

4. Bowls   Recreation Ground  Club 

5. Roller-booting  Community Hall  Club 

6. Stool Ball  N/K    Club (not currently active) 

7. Short mat bowls Community Hall  N/K 

8. Badminton  Community Hall  Ad hoc 

 

NON-SPORTS 

9. Whist   Parish Hall   Group 

10. Choir   Church    Group 

11. Art   Parish Hall   Group 

12. Line dancing  Community Hall  Club 

13. Tap dancing  Community Hall  Group 

14. Drama   Community Hall  Group 

15. Darts (ladies)  The Plough   Group 

16. Yoga   Community Hall  Group 

17. Horticulture  Community Hall  Club 

18. Bingo   Community Hall  Group 

19. Youth Group  Parish Hall   Club 

20. Brownies & Guides Community Hall  Group 

21. Cubs & Scouts  Scout HQ   Group 
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Appendix 3 - Map of sites 

Recreation Ground 

Churchfield play area 

 Parish Field play area 

Cricket 

Field 

The Down 


