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Present: Councillors, M Edwards (ME) Chairman, H Monro  (HM) Vice-Chairman, R Bowe (RB),  
P Edwards, , T Hills (TH), P Stapley (PS), M Stratford (MS), J Woodhead (JW), K Darbyshire 
(KD) (Parish Clerk), and 8 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies for absence. 

S Green, M Horley and Cllr C Maynard 
 

2. Disclosure of interests under the Council’s Code of Conduct.  
PE declared that he is a member of the Cricket team, item 8. 

 
3. Questions from Members of the Public on matters on the agenda 

ME invited the newly elected Chairman of Westfield Football Club, Jack Stapley (JS), to introduce 
himself to Council. JS hopes that a strong relationship between the Club and the Council can be 
developed. HM advised that he would like to meet JS in the coming weeks to discuss plans for 
the Club. 
 

4. Minutes of the Planning and Council Meetings held on the 4th July 2018 were approved and 
signed by the Chairman who presided over the meeting.  
 

5. Matters arising from the minutes 
None 

6. Co-option of Councillor  
Councillors were in receipt of applications from two candidates prior to the meeting. Each 
candidate was invited to tell Council about themselves and advise of what they could bring to the 
position. Councillors then voted for their preferred candidate with a show of hands. Martin Hall 
received the most votes and was duly co-opted as Councillor, having signed an acceptance of 
office form. ME thanked the other candidate for applying. 

7. Policies 
7.1 Press and Media Policy - Council resolved to adopt the policy 
7.2 Recreation Policy- Council agreed to defer this item until the Cricket Ground lease has 
been approved. KD was asked to write to Optivo to enquire if they would sell the Churchfield 
play area land, as this would reduce their grass cutting expenditure. 
7.3 Personnel Working Group TOR - Council resolved to adopt the Terms of Reference 

 
8.  Cricket Ground 

8.1 Lease– KD advised that Ian Taylor (IT), Chairman of Cricket Club, had not had the 
opportunity to discuss the draft lease with committee members. Clarification will be needed 
about maintenance costs for the road. KD was asked to establish what is considered a 
peppercorn rent, and Council agreed to suggest a rent of £50 per annum.  
8.2 Pavilion Tenders – KD apologised for not circulating the tender documents prior to the 
meeting. A report outlining the five tenders with recommendations by the Westfield Cricket 
Pavilion Working Group (WCPWG) was shown to Council. It was agreed that the WCPWG 
would have a further meeting with Parker & Sons to finalise details of the contract and they 
would visit Ninfield Pavilion which was built by them. Council unanimously resolved to 
appoint Parker & Sons assuming the WCPWP are happy to proceed. 
8.3 Fencing update – No further update 
8.4 Water supply – HM and Michael Horley have met with Mr Springer and neighbour of the 
Cricket Ground. They will advise of further developments. 
8.5 Container – Council resolved to approve the Cricket Club’s request to install an 
additional container at the Cricket Ground. Any maintenance and insurance costs are to be 
met by the Club. themselves, and CM opined that RDC may match fund the purchase. It was 
agreed that CM would provide details of the RDC grant application process to ME. 
8.6 Memorial bench– Council resolved to approve a request from Roger Carrier to install a 
memorial bench. Details of the location etc to be finalised with IT.  
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9.  Police 

     9.1 Vandalism and anti-social behaviour - all the incidents relating to Council property are 
included in the Clerk's report. There have been further incidents at the Cricket Ground which 
Ian Taylor has reported to the police, to include a boy on a motorbike on the ground. KD is 
now in contact with a PCSO Renel from Battle and she has asked us to continue to report 
any incidents via the Sussex Police website, but also to copy her in. PCSO Renel has 
advised that Sussex Police will be following up on several matters, with a view to speaking 
to parents of youths causing problems and implementing curfews. She also advised that 
they hope to have additional patrol cars in the area. 

    9.2 Opening hours for Rye and Battle stations the new times were noted: 

     The public front offices at both Battle Police Station and Rye Police Station are to change 
operating times from Monday 6th August. Battle's new opening times will be: 9AM till 12M 
(Currently 10am to 2pm), Rye's New times will be: 1PM till 4PM (Currently 10am to 2pm). 
Both stations will still be open Monday to Friday. Bexhill Front office will have no change to 
its operating times.  
 

     Reports: 
10. District and County Councillor’s report 

   None 
 

11. Clerk’s report – The report was noted. 
http://westfieldvillage.co.uk/images/11._Clerks_report_18-08.pdf 
JS advised that the grass has now been cut by the Main Road entrance to the Parish Field. The 
Football Club have changed the key to the gate and will need to provide KD with a copy. HM 
suggested that the Council should be a key holder for the Football clubhouse in case of 
emergencies, such as when the grass cuttings were set alight. HM agreed to make 
arrangements with the club. 

 
12. Chairman of Trustees report 

None. Council wished Michael Horley a speedy recovery. 
 

13. Chairman of the Council and other member’s reports 
James Woodhead expressed disappointment that an English Defence league placard had been 
placed on the A28 coming into the village from Hastings. 
 
Roger Bowe advised that the British Heart Foundation bin has been emptied and moved onto 
the grass verge. He recently spoke to some of the Scouts Group committee who had their AGM 
yesterday. They are currently making plans for improving the hut, and they have recently 
secured a new 25-year lease. 
 
Martin Hall thanked Council for welcoming him as Councillor. 
 
Tim Hills has primed the telephone box and given it an undercoat. The hot weather has delayed 
painting, but he hopes this will go ahead in the next few weeks. TH advised that there is likely to 
be an additional expenditure as the existing Perspex is not salvageable.  
 

14. Playground Reports  
14.1 Paul Masters’ report - The monthly report was noted. 
14.2 RoSPA reports - The annual reports were noted, and they will be reviewed in greater 

depth at the forthcoming Parish Walkabout. 
 

15. Correspondence 
15.1 1066 Community Coffee and Information Project – Council discussed an invitation to 

host an event. It was agreed that KD approach the organisers of The Hub with a view to an 

event being held at the same time. 

http://westfieldvillage.co.uk/images/11._Clerks_report_18-08.pdf
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15.2 Bye Laws on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI's) Consultation – Council 

discussed the invitation to complete the consultation questions. TH opined that it was an 

excellent idea to give Natural England the power to act when there is a breach of the bye laws. 

Council resolved to delegate responding to the consultation to KD and TH. 

15.3 Land between Goulds Drive and Church Lane – Council discussed a complaint 

received from a resident about the removal of hedgerow, parking of vehicles and erection of a 

greenhouse. JW opined that this was a potential ‘land grab’. KD has previously contacted 

ESCC who own the land about the matter, and asked Cllr Carl Maynard to look into the matter. 

KD was asked to chase the matter. 

15.4 Invitation for Free NHS Health Checks for your community – Council discussed 

hosting Health Checks, possibly at the Bowls Club. It was agreed that this might be of benefit to 

residents who do not visit the surgery. TH agreed to contact the GP’s Practice Manager to ask 

if this would relieve pressure on the surgery. 

 

16. Financial 
16.1 Monthly reports. Council resolved to approve the monthly statement of budget against 
income and expenditure, and the bank reconciliation. 
16.2 Council resolved to approve the attached schedule of payments and receipts 

 
17.  Dates of forthcoming events/meetings 

     17.1 5th September 2018 – Planning and Council meeting in the Church Hall from 6.30pm 
 
The meeting closed at 8:40pm 
 
 

Schedule of payments and receipts                 1st August 2018 
 

PAYMENTS     

Payee Item Cost £ Vat £ TOTAL £ 

K Darbyshire Clerk’s July Salary 964.21  964.21 

K Darbyshire Mileage and expenses July TBC  TBC 

B Firman July playgrounds/bus shelters litter 
collection 

40.00  40.00 

Paul Masters Playground inspection July  TBC  TBC 

Westfield Trees Various tree works – Recreation Ground, 
Parish Field, Cricket Ground 

645.00  645.00 

RoSPA Ltd Annual playground inspections 203.00 40.60 243.60 

SSALC Ltd Chair’s Networking Day – x 2 160.00 32.00 192.00 

Graham Dann Ltd Sandblasting and priming telephone box 400.00 80.00 480.00 

RECEIPTS     

 
 


