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Present: Councillors, M Edwards (ME) Chairman, H Monro (HM) Vice Chairman, R Bowe (RB),  
T Hills (TH), S Green (SG), M Horley (MH), P Stapley (PS), M Stratford (MS), J Woodhead (JW), 
K Darbyshire (KD) (Parish Clerk), and 7 members of the public. 
 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 
were received from C Taylor and C Maynard and accepted by those present. 
 

2. Disclosure of interests under the Council’s Code of Conduct.  
There were no disclosures of interest.  

 
3. Questions from Members of the Public on matters on the agenda 

None 
 

4. Minutes of the Planning and Council Meetings held on the 7th February were approved and 
signed by the Vice Chairman who presided over the meeting. 
 

5. Matters arising from the minutes 
None 
 

6. Co-option of new Councillor 
Councillors were in receipt of applications from three candidates prior to the meeting. Each 
candidate was invited to tell Council about themselves, and advise of what they could bring to the 
position. Councillors then voted for their preferred candidate with a show of hands. No candidate 
received an absolute majority, so the candidate with the least number of votes was eliminated, 
and a second round of voting took place. Patrick Edwards received the most votes and was duly 
co-opted as Councillor, having signed an acceptance of office form. ME thanked the other 
candidates for applying. 
 

7. Fireworks display – Council discussed the proposal for a Parish Council organised 
bonfire/firework display, potentially on the Parish field. There was some support among 
Councillors, but many raised concerns about the risks associated with fireworks displays. Council 
concluded that this was not a feasible proposal at present. 
 

8. Planting of bulbs – Council discussed a request to plant more bulbs along Main Road in the 
autumn. MH opined that many of the bulbs have died, mainly due to animals and traffic pollution. 
MS believes that the WCA have previously funded bulbs. Council resolved to set a maximum 
budget of £200 for the project and it was agreed that Council will attempt only to use native 
species. PS will organise purchasing the bulbs. Volunteers will be needed to plant the bulbs, with 
the aim of planting them in August/September. KD was asked to approach the WCA and 
Horticultural Society to ask if they would like to get involved.  
 

9. Telephone box, Churchfield –Councillors discussed the results of the on-line survey. 143 
responses were received, which Councillors agreed was a positive response. Of the 5 options 
given, the most popular were the museum of Westfield with 32.4% of votes and a book exchange 
with 22.5% of votes. (Full details of the survey will be available on the website 
www.westfieldvillage.co.uk )10 people have volunteered to help with the project. TH volunteered 
to lead the volunteer group, and will make contact with them and start looking at materials 
needed. Council will need to set a budget for the project once more information is available. KD 
will contact other Parish Councils to ask for recommendations for materials and contractors. 
 

10. Cricket Ground –. ME moved this item to the end of the meeting. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.westfieldvillage.co.uk/
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Reports 
11. District and County Councillor’s report  

None 
 
     12. Clerk’s report 

The report (which can be viewed www.westfieldvillage.co.uk) was noted, and KD gave the 
following updates: 

• Highways case number 00200660 report of people parking on grass verge at junction of 
Workhouse Lane and A28. Parish Council asked if the bollards could be repositioned to 
prevent this? Highways Steward has inspected and found no defect. KD will contact 
Highways again to explain the problem further. 

• Highways case number 200678 report of ESCC owned tree overhanging telephone wires 
near Bowls Club. Highways Steward has inspected and found no defect. KD was asked to 
contact Open Reach. 

• JW asked about the issue with the drive at the Church hall. The Church have raised 
concerns about the drop from the drive to the road surface, and asked who is responsible. 
KD has advised that East Sussex Highways are responsible for the road surface. KD was 
asked to contact Highways to advise of the trip hazard. 

• The on-line booking system  for the tennis courts is now live, and residents are being 
encourage to sign up to use the system https://fastcourts.com/clubs/WestfieldTennisCourts  

• Junior tennis coaching is due to start again on the 16th April. Mondays 5-6pm for primary and 
senior school children. 

 
13. Chairman of Trustees report 

MH explained that he has made several attempts to meet with the new Chairman of the Football 
Club. The main purpose of the meeting is to discuss the aesthetics of the clubhouse. The 
Football Club are reluctant to spend money because of the plans to move to the Down site. 
However, this is unlikely to be for at least another 4 or 5 years. 

 
14. Chairman of the Council and other member’s reports 

 
James Woodhead opined that the temporary traffic lights at the top of Westfield Lane/Maplehurst 
Road were badly organised by UKPN, as it had huge knock on affects for traffic in and out of 
Hastings and Westfield. ME opined that the works were necessary and had to be carried out at 
some time. HM opined that the main issue is not having constructed the Queensway Gateway 
before the link road. ME believes this should be completed by the end of 2018. 

 
Roger Bowe advised that he and ME had met with the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary of the 
Tennis Club to discuss the new lease for the Club. The Club are keen to have the lease renewed 
on the existing terms with the annual rent remaining at £250. Membership has declined in recent 
years, meaning the cost of membership has increased. The club are reluctant to decrease the 
hours they have use of the courts for, but are looking at the possibility of making one of the courts 
available when not in use. It was suggested by the club, that members can use the courts for free 
when the public have use of the club. The full committee will be discussing the lease later this 
month, and it is hoped that the lease will be ready for Council’s approval at their April meeting. It 
was agreed that the terms of the current lease will continue until the new lease is signed. 
RB has been approached by a resident who is concerned about an old bus which is permanently 
parked in a farmyard on Cottage Lane. Council advised that they do not have any power to deal 
with this complaint, and that the resident should contact the Enforcement Officer at RDC. 
 
Michael Horley is pleased that the hedges along Mill Lane have now been cut back. 
Unfortunately, the crossroads sign was knocked down in the process, and the hedge around the 
speed sign has not been done. KD was asked to report both to Highways. 
 
Tim Hills advised that the school’s alarm had gone off on Friday 2nd March from 2.30am to 
7.30am causing much disturbance to the residents in the village. The security company should 
have come to site, but unfortunately the installer of the alarm had not connected the system 

http://www.westfieldvillage.co.uk/
https://fastcourts.com/clubs/WestfieldTennisCourts
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correctly. KD was asked to write to the Head Teacher asking for assurance that procedures have 
been put in place to avoid a repeat of the incident, and that key holders details are available in 
case of emergency. 

 
15. Playground Report. The report was noted and KD advised that she hopes a quote for the parts  

for the nest swing will be received in the next few days. 
 

 16. Correspondence: 
16.1 Petition to reduce speed limit on Stonestile Lane – Council noted and considered the  
request by a resident to complete the on-line petition (deadline 30th March). Councillors will make 
their own submissions should they wish, and residents can do the same 
https://democracy.eastsussex.gov.uk/mgEPetitionListDisplay.aspx?bcr=1  
16.2 Virtual Business Hubs in rural East Sussex –  Council noted the project overview from 
Action in Rural Sussex. 
16.3 Review of Local Government Ethical Standards: Stakeholder Consultation – Council 
noted the review but did not make a formal response. 
16.4 Libraries Strategic Commissioning Strategy – Council noted the report and development 
strategy following the public consultation, which includes the closure of the mobile library service, 
and Ore library. HM opined that this was an opportunity for village halls, and local groups should 
be encouraged to contact ESCC. 
 

17.  Financial 
17.1 Dog waste bin Churchfield – Council considered a quote from Glasdon UK for three types 
of bin. ME expressed reservations for the need for another bin. KD advised that the bins are 
overflowing if they are not emptied regularly, so the current bins are well used. Council resolved 
to purchase a new bin, but KD was asked to obtain alternative quotes. 
17.2 Urban grass cutting – Council considered the options, following the reduction from 6 cuts 
to 2, in 2018/19 by East Sussex Highways. Council resolved to accept the financial contribution 
from ESCC for the two grass cuts and the Parish Council will employ its own grass cutting 
service. It was agreed that the number of cuts needed will be decided at a later date and KD was 
asked to contact neighbouring parishes about the possibility of a shared contract. 
17.3 Hands of hope donation – Council considered a request for a donation, but declined the 
application. 
17.4 Monthly reports. Council noted and approved the monthly reports, and resolved to make a 
virement of £100 from the miscellaneous budget to the website budget, as two payments for the 
website hosting have been paid this financial year. 
17.5  Council approved the attached schedule of payments and receipts 

 
18. Dates of forthcoming events/meetings 

 18.1 4th April - Planning and Council meeting in the Church Hall from 6.30pm 
 18.2 17th April – Annual Parish Assembly in the Church Hall from 6.30pm 
 18.3 21st April – Village Spring Tidy starting from the Church Hall 10am to 12pm 

 
     10. Cricket Ground – Council resolved to exclude the public from this item given the sensitive  
 nature of approving the transfer deed. Council invited Roger Carrier (RC) to give an update on the  
 proposed purchase. Council authorised RC to renegotiate the terms of the transfer deed as per  
 their instructions. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8:35pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://democracy.eastsussex.gov.uk/mgEPetitionListDisplay.aspx?bcr=1
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Schedule of payments and receipts            7th March 2018 
 
 

PAYMENTS     

Payee Item Cost £ Vat £ TOTAL 
£ 

K Darbyshire Clerk’s February salary 934.54  934.54 

K Darbyshire Travel & Expenses January & 
February 

115.09 22.30 137.39 

B Firman Bus shelters litter collection 
February 

40.00  40.00 

P Masters Playground inspection February & 
repairs 

59.48  59.48 

Wealden District 
Council 

Building reg fees Cricket Pavilion 364.00 72.80 436.80 

RECEIPTS     

WCA  Grant for Cricket Pavilion 1904.00  1904.00 

 


